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Read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
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REPORT 


The  Committee  on  the  Library  prays  leave  to  report : 

T'hat  the  affairs  of  the  Library  appears  to  this  Committee  to 
have  been  conducted  in  a  judicious  and  satisfactory  manner. 

The  Committee  has  examined  the  Librarian's  accounts.  It 
appears  that  he  had  received  in  the  year,  1853,  from  the  late 
Comptroller,        -  -  -  -  -        f    73  21 

From  the  annual  appiopriation  for  1853,  -  50U  00 

From  the  sale  of  surplus  copies  of  books,  <fec.,  70  78 


$643  99 
And  that  he  has  expended  for  books,        -  -        360  00 


$283  99 

Leaving  a  balance  in  the  Librarian's  hands  of  $283  99,  to  be 
applied  to  the  payment  of  books  ordered  but  not  received. 

The  Librarian  complains  that  accommodation  is  wanted  for 
further  supplies  of  books.  And  the  Com.nitiee  saw  that  this  defi- 
ciency already  exists  to  some  extent,  and  is  certain  to  be  more  and 
more  manifested  as  the  Library  increases. 

In  considering  how  this  deficiency  could  be  supplied  and  further 
accommodations  be  providedj  the  committee  examined  the 
basement  umler  the  Library.  It  there  ascertained  that  ample 
space  wholly  unused  and  perfectly  suitable  could  be  obtained. 
Two  bins  for  coal  could  be  arranged,  leaving  a  large  space  for 
shelves,  on  which  a  very  large  quantity  in  boxes  of  setts  of  books 
not  required,  and  all  duplicates  might  be  placed  with  safety. 
Thus  numerous  shelves  in  the  Library  would  be  relieved  of  thege 
surplus  and  duplicate  volumes. 


'I'lie  liibiarian  has  furnished  to  ilie  Ooinmiltee  estimates  of  ihe 
cost  of  improveirienis  proper  to  be  made  in  this  basetnenl. 

Plastering  the  ceiling,          -             -  -         $45  00 

Plastering  the  walls,     -             -  -             -      55  00 

Paving  the  floor,      -             -         ^    -  -          80  00 

Bins  for  coal  and  piers,  together,  -             -      63  00 

$243  00 
For  shelves,  say,       -  -  -  -        57  00 


$300  00 

The  Comniiltee  leco.nmends  iIkiI  an  appropriation  be  made,  for 
this  object  without  del|ty,-and  it  repQrtsa  bill  accordingly. 
Respectfully  subir, tiled, 

JOHN  H.  SOTHORON, 

(^iiairman  Coinutittee  on  Library. 
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1st  January,  1854. 


No 


.'Tfie  undersigned  rejspeciruliy  repoiis,  that  tlie  addition  made  lo 
the  Library  ?iiice"  he  tool?:' chai-ge  of  if,  is  small.      Many  of  the 
jT    books  ordered  b}^  him,  consisiioi^'  principally  of  English  Law  Re- 
ports, he  has  been  atlvised  !)y  ihe  booksellers  to  whom  he  applied 
•  '    for  them,  needed  .1.0'be  impofiedfiqin  England,  aiid  have  not  yet 
arrived.''  These;  WiMn  obiiiined;  will  make  a  valuable  accession  to 
our  Law  Library.     These  works  would  be  of  daily  use  in  the  ad 
ministration  of  justice       Their  high  '  price,  and  the  consequently 
small  timnber  of  them  to  be  obtained  with  liie  amount  of  the  usual 
appropriaiion,  it  is  respectfully  suggested,  may  retider  proper  some 
increase  of  the  appropriation  heretofore  made  torllie  augiuentatiou 
19/'    of  the  Library,      h  is  desirable  also  lo  make  some  annual  addition 
31'     to  the  uiiscellaneotis  dep:\riiiieni  of  the  Library.     The  expenditure 
s!':/  of  .'^•ftew  thousand  dollars  each  year  in  furnishing  the  tstale  Library 
.b^iwifth   proper  books,  would   be  an   inconsiderable  charge  on    the 
10-    ''J'\|»easuny)  and  might  make  ilie  Library  what  it  should  be,  a  source 
adr    bf  full   aud  accuiate  information   in  the  various  departments  of 
■  V  ''know^ledge,  and  greatly  enhance  its  usefulness.         ,,,.V,     .^  . 
'^■"  '     As  subservient,  also,  lo  these  views  of  extended  usefuInesSj  it  is 
iubniiited  for  your  considerution,  that  an  entire  change  is  advisable 


.fifth  '       re:       V        :    V      i 

in  the  furniture  aiid  arrangement  of  the  Library.  A  portion  of  the 
shelves  are  now  occupied  by  books  ©r  little  value,  and  of  which 
there  are  matiy  copies  more  thai)  are  used.  If  a  suitable  place 
were  provided  for  the  purpose,  many  of  these  might  be  packed 
away  in  boxes,  and  thus  preserved  as  well  as  they  now  are  in  the 
Library,  and  the  space  they  now  occupy,  left  for  works  more  valu- 
able and  in  constant  use.  The  principal  alteration  I  propose^  by 
which  ihe  capacity  of  the  Library  would  be  greatly  increased,  and 
.;  pei-haps  made  amply  sufficient,  consists  in  removing  the  present 
^r,  gallery,  and  erecting  one  at  the  height  of  six  or  eight  feet  from  the 
floor,  with  a  series  of  others  above  it,  each  about  the  same  distance 
.  from  the  one  next  below  it,  (he  galleries  and  the  alcoves  upon  them, 
'  respectively,  as  ihey  ascend,  decreasing  in  depth,  the  fore  part  reced- 
ing towards  (he  wall.  A  very^  large  increase  of  (he  capacity  of  (he 
Library,  beyond  i(s  present  measure,  would  thus  be  obtained.  It 
has,,  also,  been  suggested,  that  a  series  of  circular  shelves  might  be 
erected  near  t'^e  centre  of  the  looni  where  the  circular  table  now 
stands,  with  a  light  staircase  winding  round  it,  which  would  be  or- 
namental, and  at  the  same  time  make  another  considerable  addi- 
tion to  our  means  of  orderly  and  convenient  arrangement  of  (he 
Library.  Other  provisions  for  the  Library  might  be  suggested,  in 
view  of  its  prospective  increase,  and  its  being  desirable  that  it 
should  xi\'A\e.\-  rem;iin  within  the  walls  of  the  State  House  than  be 
removed  to  any  oilier  building.  But  it  is  deemed  unnecessary,  at 
present,  to  detail  them,  as  tliose  above  presented  would  be  amply 
sufficient  for  many  years  to  coaie.  Your  attention  is  asked  to  the 
condition  of  the  cellar  beneath  the  Library.  At  times  large  quan- 
tities of  gas  escape  from  the  furnace  and  finds  its  way  through  the 
floor  into  the  Library;  which,  1  presume,  might  be  eutir'ely  pre- 
vented by  plastering  the  ceiling  of  the  cellar.  You  may,  perhaps, 
on  examination,  think  it  also  advifnbie  to  have  the  floor  of  the  cel- 
lar paved  with  brick  or  sioiie.  It  is  highly  desirable  that  some 
permanent  plan  of  arrangement  of  the  Library  should  be  adopted 
and  exetrrted.  With  such  an  arrfin^^ement,  having  a  Catalogue 
completed  up  lo  (he  present  time;  and  the  subsequent  additions 
to  the  liibraiy  regularly  added  to  tiie  Oaiaiogue,  and  ii  indicating 
clearly  the  position  of  every  thing  in  the  Library,  great  confu- 
sion and  trouble  would  be  avoided.  Without  such  an  arrange- 
ment, every  thing  will  be  thrown  into  confusion  at  every 
change  of  the  Librarian,  and  the  order,  indispensable  in  such 
an  instiuition,  can  rrever  be  attained  or  preserved.  A  perma- 
nent arrangement,  however,  cannot  Ic  now  established  without 
some  crl!ar^en1Pnl  of  the  capacity  of  iho  l/ibiary.  I  exhibit  here- 
with a  statement  showing  the  conrUtion  of  the  Fimd  for  augiiien« 
tution  of  ihe  Library  up  to  the  I  si  of  January,  1854. 

All  which  is  reppectftdly  submitted, 

WILLIAM  HARWOOD, 


70  78 


January  lat,  1864, 

W.  Harwood,  in  account  with 

Library  Augmentation  Fund.        Dr. 

To  amount  paid  over  by  former  Comptroller,  $  73  2^ 

Appropriation  for  1853,    -  '      ,      '    .       lu    ^ 

To  amount  received  from  sale  of  surplus  copies  of  books 

and  miscellaneous,        -  '  -  *        

$643  99 
By  amount  expended  for  books,   -  '  -  ^  

Balance  to  credit  of  fund,     -  -  -  $283  99 

Which  b^ance  is  lobe  applied  in  payment  for  books  ordered 
.nd  not  yet  received.  w.  HARWOOD. 
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